


Key 2025 Highlights:

•	 Over 22,000 free e-Learning 
courses completed

•	 Nationwide law enforcement 
training with the International 
Association of Human Trafficking 
Investigators

•	 40+ airport partners onboarded, 
expanding Canada’s human 
trafficking safe room network

•	 Deeper reach into the  
hospitality industry

•	 Strong support for a national “No 
Borders” network of investigators, 
crown prosecutors, and survivors 
(born at The 2025 Maddison 
Sessions)

•	 More Safety Network Coordinators 
embedded within police forces

•	 Consulting and presentations to 
municipalities, frontline services, 
and public/private sectors

These wins fuel us, but the stories 
that truly keep us going are the 
human ones:
•	 Survivors rebuilding their lives  

and thriving
•	 Investigators successfully 

prosecuting traffickers
•	 Airline teams reuniting families  

with survivors
•	 Everyday people completing our 

course and confidently intervening 
to help a victim

These reminders also show us how 
much work remains.

Since 2017, #NotInMyCity has stayed laser-focused on 
disrupting child sexual exploitation and human trafficking.

Thank you, our incredible supporters, for standing with us in this vital work.

What began as a small grassroots organization in Calgary has grown into a true national 
movement in Canada in the fight against human trafficking. In 2025, we solidified that role 
through real, systems-changing progress.

Across Canada, the #NotInMyCity Network (#NIMCN) 
is sparking excitement, momentum, and a true national 
awakening. We’re empowering everyone—from 
governments to grassroots allies—to raise awareness, instill 
hope, and take action.

You don’t need to be an expert to fight trafficking. You just 
need to care about human dignity and believe everyone 
deserves to reach their full potential.

Recent surveys capture the shift: awareness is rising fast, 
with overwhelming support (90%+) for jailing charged 
traffickers without bail and tougher charges on sex buying to 
curb demand.

Trafficking often begins not with chains, but with violated 
trust. Through the #NIMCN, we’re rebuilding trust—among 
frontline agencies, survivors, and communities—to prevent, 
protect, empower, and prosecute.

We are on the cusp of Canada’s golden age in this fight.

To keep the momentum strong, please click here to join our  
Protect Our Children petition today.

It calls for the notwithstanding clause to restore mandatory 
minimum sentences for possessing and accessing Child 
Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Material (CSAEM)—
rejecting weak approaches like Bill C-16. Strong sentencing 
and bail reform are essential: CSAEM revictimizes children 
endlessly and fuels the demand that drives trafficking and 
hands-on abuse.

Sign, write to the Prime Minister and Justice Minister, and 
share widely—one click helps make Canada safer for kids.

Thank you for your unwavering support.  
Together, we are unstoppable.

With deep gratitude,

Paul Brandt

https://notinmycity.ca/protect-our-children/


Problem
& Purpose

Pillars

Human trafficking is one of the 
fastest-growing crimes in Canada, 
but remains largely invisible.
•	 Governments, law enforcement, parents, frontline 

workers, and individuals are often unaware of this 
crime and its signs.

•	 Human trafficking prospers in secrecy, so traffickers 
are motivated to keep this lucrative business hidden.

•	 Young people are vulnerable, and parents/guardians 
are unprepared. Often, victims are unaware they are 
being exploited.

From governments to grassroots organizations, 
#NotInMyCity acts boldly to ignite awareness, 
instill hope, and inspire action to end exploitation 
and human trafficking in Canada. 

We do this by prioritizing 3 main pillars:

1. Igniting Awareness
Our first priority is always illuminating the depth of 
this problem and how it impacts real people. Human 
trafficking destroys lives, and the signs so often go 
unnoticed. We all deserve to know what’s going on 
where we live.

2. Instilling Hope 
No matter how bad the situation has become, there 
is much we can do. Victims and survivors can be 
free of their trauma and addictions. Families can 
be restored. Governments, law enforcement, and 
agencies can take meaningful steps forward.  
There is hope.

3. Inspiring Action
Solving this crisis requires many different 
government entities, businesses, frontline workers, 
and more to act in step together. We are a 
connector and coordinator of massive action across 
many organizations and individuals.
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Education  
& Amplification

Online  
Community  
Building

Airports partnered with #NotInMyCity

Social media followers

Language translations of the #NotInMyCity 
human trafficking indicator sheet

Interactions

Individuals who have 
taken the #NotInMyCity 
e-learning course

Impressions

Trucking - 114 (0.5%) 
Education - 1,117 (4.9%) 
General - 9,627 (42.4%) 
Aviation - 11,846 (52.5%)

https://www.ctvnews.ca/edmonton/article/edmonton-airport-opens-safe-room-to-help-human-trafficking-victims/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/saskatoon/article/saskatoon-hosts-national-summit-on-combatting-human-trafficking/
https://cochranenow.com/articles/record-breaking-support-for-paul-brandts-notinmycity
https://globalnews.ca/video/11028302/country-star-paul-brandt-raising-awareness-about-human-trafficking
https://www.ctvnews.ca/calgary/article/paul-brandt-headlines-calgary-fundraiser-to-raise-awareness-about-human-trafficking-in-canada/


#NotInMyCity 2024/2025 Revenue
Donations: Non-Receipted
Donations: Receipted

Provincial Grants
Miscellaneous

#NotInMyCity 
2024/2025 Expenses
•	 The Maddison Sessions
•	 Marketing & PR
•	 Operations & Administration
•	 The Alberta Centre
•	 Ally Program
•	 Education & Training (E-Learning)
•	 Accounting & Legal
•	 Merchandise
•	 Airport Program
•	 Misc Projects

Donations Receipted and Non-receipted are from individual 
and company donors as well as proceeds from golf 
tournaments and other fundraising events held through the 
year, such as:
•	 YYC Charity Golf Classic
•	 YEG Golf Classic
•	 10x Golf Tournament
•	 Politics & Prosecco
•	 Motors & Music
•	 PCL Construction
•	 Women Wealth & Whisky

•	 Rogers Charity Classic/
Birdies for kids

•	 Peanut Butter Classic
•	 A Not So Silent Summer
•	 A Not So Silent Nite
•	 Networth Management
•	 Spruce Meadows Leg Up
•	 Unstoppable
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Industry Excellence
The 2025 Maddison Sessions continued to strengthen Canada’s 
collaborative response to human trafficking by bringing together frontline 
investigators, police leadership, and crown prosecutors for a national 
operational summit in Saskatoon. Building on the foundation set in 
2023 and 2024, the theme of this year’s summit was Moving From Key 
Learnings to Solutions. We expanded participation, deepened cross-
jurisdictional cooperation, and amplified best practices used to prevent, 
disrupt, and investigate cases of human trafficking across the country.

Established as Canada’s only operational summit designed specifically 
for human trafficking investigators, The Maddison Sessions convened 
participants from municipal, provincial, federal, and Indigenous policing 
agencies, along with crown prosecutors. The 2025 summit welcomed a 
broad cross-section of agencies from coast to coast, reflecting continued 
demand for coordinated, national approaches to complex trafficking 
cases. Leadership from Saskatoon Police, the RCMP, and Montréal 
Police contributed remarks, workshops and best practice discussions 
reinforcing the importance of continued collaboration.

2025  
Maddison Sessions

A Growing  
National Network

“Human trafficking happens right in front of us. They call it ‘the hidden epidemic’ for a reason. The best human trafficking victims we 
get are the ones that we prevent. The ones that don’t get into it, so the earlier we can look at these indicators, the better.”

Sgt. David Lane, RCMP officer from Nova Scotia
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114 police officers and eight crown prosecutors from  
across Canada.

•	 Representation from ten provinces.
•	 Police services and crown prosecutors from 34 cities participated 

– from British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Ontario, and Nova Scotia, along with representatives from the 
Governments of Alberta and Saskatchewan.

What our Attendees Said:

“TMS exceeded my expectations as a first-time attendee.”
“The most informative and interactive conference you’ll ever go to.”
“This is one of the best conferences I have attended in my 25 
years of policing.”

Attendees

Sharing Knowledge 
and Leading Practices

Participants engaged in scenario-based discussions, case 
presentations, and peer-to-peer learning designed to strengthen 
investigative techniques and cross-border responses. This approach 
built on lessons learned from previous years, including the importance 
of survivor-informed practices, improved communication between 
jurisdictions, and demonstrated consistent application of best practices 
that support victim safety and successful prosecutions. National media 
also highlighted the summit’s role in advancing collaboration, with 
widespread coverage across major outlets.

“The Maddison Sessions builds our investigator’s capacity to stay ahead of the traffickers and their 
evolving tactics. Talking to investigators, this is definitely the best and probably their favourite training.”

Insp. Erin Coates, Saskatoon Police



Top Three Priority 
Goals Identified for 
the National OPS Plan

Key Learnings 
Reported

1.	 Develop a Real Time Intelligence Human Trafficking  
National Database.

2.	 Establish specialized human trafficking units in every province and 
territory, with education as part of the mandate.

3.	 Provide and promote education for frontline members and 
leadership to build mutual trust and awareness.

•	 Need to remain victim-centred and fill gaps in services to ensure 
a wraparound approach.“Success is measured by the survivor’s 
wellness. Jailtime is a bonus.”

•	 Communication with leadership is necessary to ensure management 
are informed and understand the complexity and seriousness of 
these cases.

•	 Learning and sharing best practices from other jurisdictions creates 
new networks, new solutions, new investigative techniques and 
cross-jurisdictional collaboration.

•	 Personal mental health is important. “You can’t help others if your 
own head isn’t right.”

Success Indicators The 2025 Maddison Sessions demonstrated strong measurable 
outcomes, including increased multi-agency participation, enhanced 
integration of survivor voices, and significant national media 
engagement. This year’s summit also advanced alignment with the 
Alberta Centre to End Trafficking in Persons, ensuring that frontline 
learnings inform provincial and national strategy. Continued year-
over-year growth signals The Maddison Sessions’ critical role as 
a convening force for law enforcement partners who are working 
together to protect vulnerable individuals and disrupt human trafficking 
networks across Canada.



IAHTI Training Across Alberta
A key call to action for Alberta’s human trafficking response has been that awareness, education, and training 
programs and protocols currently used in Alberta are coordinated to ensure consistent messaging and a 
coordinated multidisciplinary response. With generous funding provided by the Government of Alberta, 
#NotInMyCity was proud to work alongside long-time ally number77.org to fund survivor-centred human 
trafficking training for law enforcement from across Alberta. The training was presented by the International 
Association of Human Trafficking Investigators (IAHTI) with support from ALERT, and hosted at Calgary Police 
Service Headquarters. 

IAHTI provided two training courses. The first course was the “Introduction to Trafficking” course prepared for 
patrol officers, newer investigators, investigators without human trafficking experience, crime analysts and 
crown prosecutors. The second course was the “Advanced Human Trafficking Investigation” course, geared 
to experienced investigators, human trafficking investigators, and crime analysts and crown prosecutors with 
human trafficking experience. 

In 2025, #NotInMyCity continued to strengthen its role as a trusted partner to law enforcement agencies across 
Alberta and beyond through specialized training, e-learning expansion, and increased collaboration with 
police services during major events. These initiatives reflect a shared commitment to enhancing investigative 
capacity, improving frontline awareness, and supporting coordinated responses to human trafficking.

Law Enforcement Training

I am writing to share the profound impact the IAHTI training had on a major human  
trafficking investigation I led.

Hearing directly from survivors regarding their initial 
reluctance to trust law enforcement was eye-opening. 
It helped me understand that a lack of cooperation 
in the first meeting isn’t a “no” forever, but rather a 
response to a complex set of barriers. By adopting 
a “survivor’s needs first” approach—prioritizing 
immediate safety, health, and wellness — I was able 
to build rapport before diving into the investigation. 
This proved to be the key to eventually earning 
the survivors’ trust, rather than focusing solely on 
evidence collection.

The knowledge and confidence gained from your 
course allowed me to quickly identify signs of 
trafficking during this recent case. I was able to 
clearly articulate my belief through my chain of 
command, which directly resulted in the deployment 
of significant resources.

I can say with certainty that I would not have had 
this level of success without the IAHTI training. The 
survivor-led presentations and the mock hotel room 
simulation provided the lens I needed to see the 
details that truly matter.

Thank you for providing such high-caliber,  
life-saving training.

Constable Joel Chenard 
Sex Crimes Unit 
Lethbridge Police Service



By the end of 2025, 22,704 individuals had completed #NotInMyCity’s 
human trafficking e-learning course, including law enforcement, airport 
personnel, frontline workers, and members of the public. The Calgary 
Police Service further advanced this work by incorporating the e-learning 
program into its internal training for officers working during the Calgary 
Stampede, one of the city’s busiest periods for enforcement and public 
safety. This expansion ensured that officers were equipped with practical 
tools to identify individuals at risk, understand grooming and recruitment 
tactics, and respond safely in dynamic environments.

Large-scale public events continued to be a focal point for proactive 
training and inter-agency coordination. Through partnerships with 
municipal police, RCMP detachments, Indigenous policing units, and 
the Alberta Centre to End Trafficking in Persons, #NotInMyCity provided 
resources to support event-based planning and frontline readiness. 
These efforts reinforced a unified approach to identifying risk factors, 
improving communication pathways, and ensuring that officers could 
access immediate supports for at-risk individuals.

Law enforcement training remained one of the most effective pathways 
for early intervention and prevention. Officers consistently noted 
increased confidence in recognizing signs of exploitation, stronger 
cross-team communication, and improved alignment between policing, 
community agencies, and airport partners. As training continues to 
scale across Alberta and into other jurisdictions, these collaborative 
efforts contribute to stronger, safer communities and a more coordinated 
response to human trafficking.

E-Learning 
Expansion and 
CPS Adoption

Strengthening 
Coordination During 
Major Events

Impact and  
Continued Growth

Human trafficking in Canada often doesn’t look the way people expect. It’s complex, local and frequently overlooked. 

In 2025, the Calgary Police Service adopted the #NotInMyCity e-learning as a timely refresher ahead of several major 
events and festivals in our city, and it made a clear difference in frontline awareness. Policing large-scale events can be 
challenging, but this training ensured our members were better equipped to recognize the subtle behaviours and patterns 
that often hide in plain sight. 

Since the course was taken, we’ve seen an increase in referrals from patrol officers to Alberta’s human trafficking response 
teams, allowing us to address human trafficking more proactively. 

Training like this makes a meaningful difference - during large events and every day after.

Matt Baker, Superintendent, Criminal Investigations Division, Calgary Police Service



In 2025, Canada’s airport network became one of the strongest 
and most visible components of the national movement to 
prevent and disrupt human trafficking. What began several 
years ago with a handful of early partners has now grown into 
a coordinated, coast-to-coast alliance of airports committed to 
raising awareness, equipping staff, and supporting individuals at 
risk. With more than 40 airports now participating, the aviation 
sector continues to demonstrate the critical role transportation 
hubs play in identifying potential trafficking situations and 
ensuring safe, compassionate responses. 

National Growth and New Partnerships
Airports across Canada expanded their engagement with 
#NotInMyCity through training, awareness campaigns, signage, 
and coordinated response practices. The network grew 
significantly this year as additional regional, mid-sized, and 
international airports formalized partnerships, representing 
one of the largest multi-airport anti-trafficking collaborations in 
the country. Many airports adopted a “do no harm” approach, 
ensuring that staff and volunteers understood indicators of 
exploitation and felt confident responding appropriately.

YYC and YEG Safe Rooms
The safe room at Calgary International Airport continued to 
serve as a national model, offering a private, trauma-informed 
space for individuals who have been separated from a trafficker 
or identified as being at risk. Edmonton International Airport 
opened its own safe room, drawing on best practices developed 
in Calgary and shaped by survivor and expert input. Both safe 
rooms provide a secure environment where individuals can rest, 
access necessities, and receive support while law enforcement 
and community agencies coordinate next steps. These rooms 
serve as a critical bridge between immediate safety and long-
term supports and services.

Airport Community Webinar
In June 2025, #NotInMyCity hosted a national webinar in 
partnership with Calgary International Airport to share practical 
guidance with airport leaders and frontline teams. The session 
featured presentations from airport executives, safety and 
security personnel, and #NotInMyCity leadership. Participants 
learned about effective awareness strategies, examples of 
internal staff training, and the operational considerations 
required to establish a safe room. The webinar underscored the 
importance of leadership buy-in and highlighted the collective 
impact of airports working together toward a shared goal.

A Unified Approach  
to Public Awareness
Airports continued to play a powerful 
role in national awareness efforts by 
displaying digital signage, in-terminal 
displays, distributing information to 
staff, and promoting #NotInMyCity’s 
e-learning course. On Canada’s  
National Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day, airports across the 
country participated in a coordinated 
awareness campaign that amplified 
the message to millions of travellers. 
This strong show of unity reinforced 
the importance of vigilance within 
transportation corridors, where 
traffickers often move victims 
between cities.

Impact and Momentum
The rapid expansion of the airport 
network, combined with the 
establishment of safe rooms and 
wide adoption of the e-learning 
program, demonstrates the aviation 
sector’s deepening commitment to 
this work. With more airports seeking 
guidance and adopting #NotInMyCity 
initiatives, the movement continues 
to build national momentum toward 
safer travel environments and more 
informed, compassionate responses 
for those affected by trafficking.

Airport Ally Network

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/e2vvij920agsbz9a8aptr/2026.01.29-NIMC-Partners.mp4?rlkey=uq12ql13zfj4i7s8224knmu57&st=s56mtdzd&dl=0



Maddison Room at the  
Truant Family Medical Suite

The Maddison Room was designed with the needs of survivors at the 
forefront. The space includes soft lighting, comfortable seating, essential 
supplies and privacy measures that allow individuals to decompress 
and regain a sense of safety. Staff working within the medical suite are 
trained on how to welcome and support individuals who have been 
identified as at risk, ensuring that every interaction is grounded in dignity, 
respect and compassion.

The Maddison Room adds a critical layer to the broader support 
system available to survivors. While airport safe rooms offer immediate 
stabilization at transportation hubs, the medical suite environment allows 
for a more holistic follow-up, where medical professionals and trained, 
trauma-informed personnel can assess needs, provide reassurance, and 
connect individuals to longer-term services. This continuum reinforces 
the belief that every survivor deserves consistent, coordinated care 
across every touchpoint.

Named in honour of Maddison Fraser, whose story continues to inspire 
national change, the Maddison Room symbolizes a commitment to 
preventing exploitation and creating pathways toward safety. Her legacy 
lives on through the work of The Maddison Sessions, law enforcement 
collaboration, and now through a dedicated space that ensures 
survivors are treated with care and humanity at one of their most 
vulnerable moments.

A Trauma-Informed 
Space for Immediate 
Care

A Continuum  
of Support

Honouring Maddison’s 
Legacy

“When I met Paul, he asked me what I wanted Maddison’s legacy 
to be, and I said I wanted it to be one of hope, not one of pain and 
despair. Paul and #NotInMyCity have helped make that happen.”

Jennifer Holleman, Anti-Human Trafficking Advocate,  
and Maddison Fraser’s Mother

The Central Alberta Child Advocacy Centre (CACAC) partnered with Alberta Health Services (AHS) to create 
a unique, off-site medical suite within the Sheldon Kennedy Centre of Excellence (SKCOE).



The room’s development reflects growing recognition of the need for 
specialized, trauma-informed environments in medical and emergency 
settings. As partners across sectors continue to adopt best practices, 
the Maddison Room serves as an example of how simple, intentional 
design can create safer spaces and encourage survivors to engage with 
supports that can change the trajectory of their lives.

On October 31, 2025, the Supreme Court of Canada issued a 
controversial 5-4 decision in Attorney General of Quebec v. Senneville 
that struck down mandatory minimum one-year jail sentences for 
possessing and accessing child sexual abuse material (CSAEM). 
The impact of CSAEM on children and society isn’t “just images”—it’s 
evidence of real physical abuse, revictimizing children every time it’s 
viewed, shared, or possessed. The mandatory minimums reflected 
society’s outrage and Parliament’s clear goal: deter exploitation, 
denounce CSAEM, and ensure accountability. Without minimums, 
sentences could drop to months or probation in severe cases, 
undermining prevention and justice for victims.

This is an urgent call to action, and we hope you’ll join us in our stance to 
prioritize protection and justice for children and youth. 

Sign the Petition and Send Letters to Canada’s Top Leaders Now.

A Model for  
Future Expansion

#NotInMyCity 
Joins the Fight for 
Stronger Protections 
Against Child Sexual 
Exploitation

“Every child, every youth, every woman in this 
country deserves to be protected. This crime 
is not low-level. It is horrendously high — a 
crime against our people.”

Elder Marsha Hanson, known as White Swan 
Woman (Taiik’Tsa’Akii)

https://notinmycity.ca/protect-our-children/


Education Videos with Hull Services

This year, #NIMC partnered with Hull Services to produce the “Healthy 
Connections” educational video series. Hull Services is one of 
Canada’s largest campuses for youth mental health and healing, and 
understands the importance of youth education and empowerment. 
These engaging, youth-friendly videos are shared on @NIMCally and 
@hull_services social media channels, educating young audiences on 
important topics like healthy boundaries, online safety, and more.

E-learning French Translation

#NIMC is proud to have launched our human trafficking e-learning 
course in French in early 2025, making this educational tool available 
to many more Canadians thanks to support from Jazz Aviation and 
Languages in Motion (LiM). 

Human Trafficking Resource Translation

Equipping Canadians with the tools to identify the signs of human 
trafficking and exploitation is an important first step in keeping people 
safe. As #NotInMyCity founder Paul Brandt says, “Our goal is to 
end human trafficking in Canada, and that is only possible when all 
Canadians are educated and aware.” To support this effort, our Human 
Trafficking Indicator pages have been translated into 11 languages, 
including five Indigenous languages. #NotInMyCity marked National 
Indigenous Languages Day in Canada on March 31st by announcing 
their human trafficking educational resources have been translated 
into Blackfoot, Plains Cree, and Dene, three of the most common 
languages spoken by Indigenous people in Alberta. Later in the year, 
the indicator pages were translated to Inuktitut and Inuinnaqtun as 
well. An advisory committee of Indigenous Elders consulted on the 
translation of the educational resources.

Community Engagement

Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day

On February 22, #NotInMyCity and its partners marked Human 
Trafficking Awareness Day in Canada with a social media 
campaign aimed at raising awareness and encouraging the public 
to become Allies. #NotInMyCity provided the airport ally network 
with a package containing information, social media templates, 
and a call to action to post about Human Trafficking Awareness 
Day and tag @NIMCally.

The @NIMCally social media channels posted 30 days of 
statistics and information about human trafficking in Canada 
leading up to Human Trafficking Awareness Day to build 
anticipation and encourage the community to learn more, spread 
the word and become an ally.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/siik55hqlke27zsola2nz/NIMC_HealthyConnections_FullCompilation.mp4?rlkey=j9epb3g2fnzjliifhrxmpeupn&e=1&st=rhd2ze3b&dl=0


Not So Silent Events

A Not So Silent Events continued to be an exceptional partner in 2025, 
helping #NotInMyCity reach new audiences by spotlighting the issue 
of human trafficking through its two fundraiser concerts: the annual 
A Not So Silent Nite Christmas concert and A Not So Silent Summer, 
a rooftop concert. Founders Morgan Melnyk, Lyle Peterman, and 
Mallory Wellechenko leverage their connections in the local live music 
community to raise both funds and awareness for #NotInMyCity.

Fundraising & Awareness Events

#NotInMyCity would not be able to move the needle on human 
trafficking in Canada without the incredible ongoing support of our 
partners and allies. We reached new milestones this year with 
impressive awareness and fundraising events, including: 

•	 YYC Calgary Airport made a record-breaking donation to 
#NotInMyCity from the YYC Charity Classic, underlining its 
commitment to help prevent and end human trafficking in Canada. 

•	 Edmonton International Airport continued its impactful support of 
#NotInMyCity and human trafficking awareness with the YEG Charity 
Golf Classic.

•	 Peanut Butter Classic, a women’s golf tournament that raises 
funds for charities supporting women and children in need, directed 
donations to #NotInMyCity. 

•	 Networth Management Group used their 30-year celebration as an 
opportunity to raise awareness and funds for #NotInMyCity. 

•	 Shane Homes partnered with #NotInMyCity for their annual 
Stampede BBQ and made an impactful donation to the cause. 

•	 Enbridge and TC Energy hosted a Human Trafficking Awareness 
Event this fall, signalling a powerful call to action to unite energy pros 
and the local community against this crisis.

•	 The Spruce Meadows Leg Up Foundation’s annual Unstoppable 
Online Option raised a record-breaking amount of money for 
#NotInMyCity this year.

“As a Cree woman raising a family, having 
these educational resources translated 
into Indigenous languages means a lot 
to me. Now those in our community who 
do not speak English can gain a deeper 
understanding of how to better protect 
themselves and their loved ones from the 
horrible crimes of human trafficking that 
we are confronted with both on and off the 
reserve.”

Elder Marsha Hanson, known as White Swan 
Woman (Taiik’Tsa’Akii)

Community 
Collaborations



“The response from the community 
has been incredible, which is a true 
testament to how important this cause is. 
Each year there are repeat faces, and 
a new batch of people who may never 
have heard of #NotInMyCity that we get 
to reach as well.”

Mallory Wellechenko,  
Co-Founder, Not So Silent Events

Empowering Youth at Wickfest

Now in its 16th year, the Wickenheiser International Women’s Hockey Festival (WickFest) brings together 
hundreds of girls and women for four days of elite competition, world-class coaching, and meaningful 
mentorship.

Founded in 2010 by four-time Olympic gold medalist Hayley Wickenheiser, the festival was built on a simple 
vision: unite girls through hockey while building confidence, leadership, and lifelong connection. Since 
then, WickFest has engaged more than 30,000 participants and made a lasting impact on the sport and the 
community.

#NotInMyCity is proud to partner with WickFest to further this mission. Because vulnerability increases the 
risk of exploitation and trafficking, providing participants with our e-learning course is a powerful way to equip 
young women with knowledge, confidence, and stronger community support.

Supporting HER Victory

HER Victory is a longtime partner of #NotInMyCity, 
offering support for women and girls in Calgary who 
are survivors of abuse, exploitation, and violence. 
#NIMC partnered with HER Victory throughout the 
year to provide support, including:

•	 Donating items to their ongoing backpack program, 
which provides backpacks filled with essentials, 
including clothes, toiletries, snacks, makeup or 
school supplies for those who need immediate 
support after exiting a crisis situation.

•	 Powering their eye health program in collaboration 
with Dr. Diana Monea, offering free eye exams 
and glasses to clients.

•	 Providing gift cards for groceries, gas, and 
clothing over the holidays to support families 
and help make the season special.

•	 Donating jackets, boots, mitts and food to  
meet the needs of HER Victory clients over  
the winter. 

Raising Awareness Through Seeing  
Yellow Partnerships

The annual Seeing Yellow campaign empowers 
allies, partners, and supporters to infuse their 
businesses with yellow in a united stand against 
human trafficking and exploitation in Canada. From a 
feature yellow cocktail at ONE18 Empire restaurant 
and bar, to styling sessions with Alayne Joy, and 
custom Seeing Yellow chocolate bars from Calgary-
based chocolate company Sweet Bella, our allies 
continue to find creative ways to participate in the 
Seeing Yellow campaign and help raise awareness.



Collaborating with Indigenous Elders

One of #NotInMyCity’s key areas of focus is to 
identify and action priorities to reduce risk and 
improve access to services and resources for 
vulnerable people, with a focus on Indigenous 
Peoples. In September, #NotInMyCity Founder 
& CEO Paul Brandt joined a sacred circle with 
Indigenous Elders from the Kainai, Muskoday, 
Tsuut’ina and Siksika Nations - Casey Eagle 
Speaker, Jordan Bare Shin Bone, Susan Bare Shin 
Bone, Marsha Hanson, Bruce Starlight, Francis 
Melting Tallow, Lester Low Horn and Ruth Scalplock. 
Their wisdom, resilience, and vision are guiding 
us toward real “Reconcili-action” to end human 
trafficking in Indigenous communities.

Together, we explored “The Web”—an Indigenous 
understanding of interconnectedness that holds 
powerful solutions to this crisis. The Elders shared 
their commitment to speak directly to youth, passing 
down ancestral wisdom to revive culture, empower, 
and protect. We are stronger together, united 
as “niitsitapi” (human), building a future where 
exploitation ends through awareness and action. 
This important collaborative work was made possible 
thanks to Athabasca University, which provided 
funding through the EPIC Spark Award.

The Provincial Human Trafficking Network

Starting in 2020, The Provincial Human Trafficking 
Network now includes over 80 unique organizations. 
The Network brings together key stakeholders 
from across the province of Alberta working in 
the area of exploitation and human trafficking, to 
leverage expertise, resources and advance leading 
collaborative practice. 

72% of participating agencies reported building trust 
between organizations.

68% (over two-thirds) reported a positive impact 
supporting victims or survivors through coordinated 
care and shared commitments.

81% reported the ability to form new partnerships.

70% reported increased awareness of resources  
and supports serving victims and survivors of  
human trafficking.

The Community Response Model (CRM)

The CRM provides outreach-based rapid response 
with short and long term case management services 
for adolescent (aged 12-22) victims of sexual 
exploitation and trafficking in Calgary and the 
surrounding areas.  

Since 2020, 398 unique young people have been 
supported through the CRM.

Average age of youth is 16 with 22% under the  
age of 14.

42% of youth served are Indigenous, 45% 
Caucasian and 13% non-Indigenous/non-Caucasian.

85% of youth are female.

Outcomes include:

40% (N=252) of youth decreased their  
substance use

47% (N=247) of youth had decreased frequency of 
running away

41% (N=254) of youth reduced the amount of time 
spent with negative peers

44% (N=243) of youth reduced or stopped 
association with known exploiters and/or frequenting 
of high risk areas

42% (N=253) of youth decreased other  
high-risk behaviours



The progress made in 2025 
reflects the collective commitment 
of partners and sectors working 
to prevent and address 
human trafficking in Canada. 
This year saw strengthened 
national collaboration among 
law enforcement agencies 
through The 2025 Maddison 
Sessions, expanded training and 
e-learning participation, and the 
establishment of new trauma-
informed safe spaces in both 
airport and medical settings. 
These initiatives contributed 
to more consistent responses, 
greater frontline readiness, and 
improved support for individuals 
at risk of exploitation.

Community organizations, 
airports, youth-serving agencies 
and partners across the country 
advanced awareness, shared 
best practices, and expanded 
resources that help illuminate 
the signs of trafficking and guide 
safe intervention. Collectively, 
these actions continue to build a 
stronger, more connected national 
response grounded in dignity, care 
and support for survivors.

As the work continues, the focus 
remains on filling critical gaps, 
strengthening collaboration 
and advancing strategies that 
promote safety, awareness and 
long-term support. The work 
done and partnerships formed 
in 2025 provide a foundation for 
continued momentum toward 
a future in which every person 
has the opportunity to live free 
from exploitation.
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